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March
Our March community affairs gives us an opportunity to clean
out our closets! Please bring your gently used office clothing
(mens and womens), including such items as shoes, belts, and
purses to the March general meeting. We will be donating these
items to the Bakersfield Rescue Mission for use in the Christian
Life Training Program for men and women. You may bring
your clothing items to the March general meeting or deliver
them to Danielle Rodrigues, c/o Klien DeNatale Goldner, 4550
California Ave, 2nd Floor, Bakersfield, CA. Please contact
Danielle with any questions at 395-1000.

April
KCPA is collecting CASH donations to benefit the
Alliance Against Family Violence
and Sexual Assault to purchase
underwear, bras, toiletries, personal hygiene
products and blankets, sheets and towels for women and
children of all ages.
Used cell phones are also being collected.
Please make checks payable to KCPA.
The Paralegal Post
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Long Lost Family: My Episode
By: Cindy Oliver
How do you react when someone asks “Are you si ng
down before I tell you some news?” Well, when it’s your
76 year old uncle calling on the line, your mind worries
and wonders about the health and well- being of family
members. In my case, it was some pre y awesome and
incredible news!!

Ok, so follow me here. . .My cousin, his niece by way of his
and my mother’s sister, was searching for informa on
about her father’s ancestry and family background. She
decided to send her DNA into Ancestry.com to see what
informa on she could find out. Their computer system is
able to match DNA against other members that have
submi ed DNA.

By way of background, I was the middle child born into a
very strict Catholic family in the 60s. I was the only girl
sandwiched between two brothers. My parents were very
strict as I was growing up. I a ended Catholic schools all
my life including an “all girls” high school in La Canada
operated by Dominican nuns. To make ma ers worse, my
father was a detec ve on the Los Angeles County Sheriﬀ’s
Department.

I have been told this is a way people commonly find 4th
and 10th cousins twice removed or some distant link in a
family tree. In my cousin’s case, she was contacted by a
woman named Erin who had received a 99% DNA match
proving they were first cousins. Erin told my cousin she
had been looking for her birth mother for over 40 years.
All she knew about her mother was that she was 5’ 2”,
blond hair, blue eyes, was of Irish and French descent,
Now back to my uncle’s telephone call. I was at work
asked that she be raised Catholic, and that she was born in
si ng at my desk when he called. A er begging him to
a hospital in Glendale, California. Well, that descrip on
tell me the news he had and convincing him I couldn’t wait
certainly matched my mother. The hospital she was born
un l the evening to hear the news, he tells me “You have
at just so happened to be the same hospital that my older
a sister!” I couldn’t believe what I was hearing!! How
brother and I were born at. My cousin asked her mother
could that be? I was 48 years old. My mother passed
(my aunt) if she knew anything about my mother having a
away 6 years ago at the age of 66 and my father passed
baby that she put up for adop on. My Aunt confirmed it,
away 10 years ago at the age of 66. How could I have a
and yes I now have a sister!
sister?
My name is Cindy Oliver. I have been working at Klein
DeNatale Goldner for almost 15 years now. I am originally from down south in the La Canada/Pasadena area and
moved to Bakersfield in 2002. I currently work in the
bankruptcy department but have also worked in employment law, real estate and litigation. I have been married
to my husband, Kevin Oliver, for almost 27 years
now. He is a local real estate broker and keeps very
busy with his clients and investment properties. We have
two boys Justin (24) and Jonathan (18). Both of my boys
are dating two wonderful girls who I hope someday will be
part of the family (hint, hint). We also have two furry kids
Peyton (a yellow Lab) and Cali (a Rottweiler). I enjoy
spending time with my family (including walks with the
dogs), cooking, and an occasional wine tasting trip with
friends to get away.
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I contacted my two brothers and we all tried to take in the
news. Our first reac on was to find out more informa on.
If this was our sister, how did we not hear anything about
her? Why hadn’t mom said something to us, at least as
adults? Why didn’t our Aunt tell us anything a er my
mom had passed away?

the op on of mee ng. She expressed love for a mother
she never met. How could I not respond posi vely to a
person who said she loved my mother and yet had never
met her? This had to be one of the most diﬃcult journeys of my sister’s life. It’s probably not fair to say I feel
like I know where she got her strength from. I would like
to say, this was mom speaking to the two of us.

The only conclusion we could come to was that mes
were diﬀerent back then. My mother was 17 being raised
by my grandmother, a widow who had lost her husband
when my mom was only 14. My only thoughts were that
she was a young Catholic girl, probably scared and afraid.
My sister’s adop on was handled through a Catholic adopon agency and these types of adop ons were kept secret
back then.

My mother had been and always will be someone I looked
up to. The fact that she had a baby at 17 and gave her up
for adop on does not in any way change my opinion of
her. As my sister had expressed, it had to be hard to do
and she must have loved that baby so much to do what
she did. As a mother now of two boys, I know that sacrificing for the sake of your kids is something that seems to
come naturally. She made a decision to do what was best
at that me in her life, and knowing my mother, I am sure
she is happy that we have found each other. We agreed
to meet at my brother’s place in Valencia and we have
shared a Thanksgiving together and she is beginning to
meet members of the family. I have met my two nieces
and one nephew. And, although I haven’t had the privilege
of ge ng to know my sister as sisters should know each
other, I hope to share many future memories together.

That being said, what now? I wanted to meet her but
what would I say? Fortunately, because of technology,
you can contact someone via email and tex ng and try to
get a feel about how they would respond to mee ng you.
I sent her an email and with her permission I have printed
an excerpt here of her response to my email:
“It isn't and never was my inten on to disrupt your
lives. If your mother had been living I was going to ask a
3rd party to secretly ask her if she was open to a mee ng
and if not, I would have le it alone. All my life I have
wanted to meet my biological mother, and I am so, so sad I won't have
that chance. I know it's weird to
love someone you never met, but I
really loved her for her courage in
giving up a child - I know I couldn't
have done it. Thank you again so
much for contac ng me, Cindy - I
hope we can get to know each other
and maybe someday you will want
to meet me in person...i would love
that.”
I was overwhelmed when I read her
email. My first reac on was “What
a class act my sister is!” She had
expressed her sorrow for the loss of
our mother and how she intended
to contact her secretly to give her
The Paralegal Post
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Kern County

Date

Location

Event
KCPA Luncheon

March 9, 2017

Petroleum Club

March 31, 2017

Kern County
Superior Court
Closed

“Successful Tips for Ethically Helping
Your Attorney with their Practice”
Presented by: George F. Martin, Law
Offices of George F. Martin

Cesar Chavez Day
KCPA Luncheon

April 13, 2017

Petroleum Club

“Title to Property– Why My
Girlfriend Has More Rights Than My
Wife”
Presented by: Edward J. Thomas
Law Office of Edward J. Thomas

The Paralegal Post
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WHAT DO YOU WANT TO LEARN
ABOUT AT KCPA LUNCHEONS

HAVE AN IDEA? TOPIC OF INTEREST? GENERAL INTEREST IN!

SEND THEM OUR WAY AND WE WILL DO OUR BEST!
programs@kcpaonline.org
The Paralegal Post
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By Craig Braun
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Education
Enroll in UC Davis Extension’s online Paralegal Studies Certificate Program http://
extension.ucdavis.edu/paralegal
UC Davis Extension’s online Paralegal Studies Certificate Program gives you the
knowledge, convenience and flexibility to become a certified paralegal in as few as six
months. Our program offers rolling enrollment, so you can enroll at any time. Passwords are issued within two days of enrollment, and you will have six months to complete the program.
•

$6,995 (Payment plan available; call (530) 757-8895 for more information)
•
Enroll in section 164PLG300.

A classroom-based version of this program is also offered in Sacramento every June.
Our program aligns with the California Business and Professionals Code for paralegal
education, ensuring that our graduates have the skills to succeed in this high-demand
field.
To enroll or for more information, visit UC Davis Extension at http://
extension.ucdavis.edu/paralegal or call (530) 757-8895.
*****
UC Davis Extension, the continuing and professional education division of UC Davis,
has been an internationally recognized leader in educational outreach for individuals,
organizations and communities for more than 50 years. With 58,000 annual enrollments in classroom and online university-level courses, UC Davis Extension serves lifelong learners in the growing Sacramento region, all 50 states and more than 100 countries.

Opportunities
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Susan D. Pfeiffer, CP, ACP

3/3

Edward J. Thomas, APC

Briana Powers

3/8

Brumfield & Hagan

Joe Montoya

3/9

Santa Barbara Business College

Laura Burton

3/12

Trans-West

Laura Druey

3/24

Klein, DeNatale, Goldner

This Month in History...
March 1, 1961– President Kennedy est. peace corps
March 6, 1836– Alamo Fell
March 15, 44 B.C.– Julius Caesar assassinated
March 23, 1775– Patrick Henry gives “Give me Liberty or Give Me
Death” speech igniting the American Revolution
Have note worthy news email the News Editor
newsletter@kcpaonline.org
The Paralegal Post
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Linguine with Shrimp Scampi
25 minutes, 3 servings
Ingredients:
Vegetable oil
1 Tablespoon kosher salt plus
1/12 Teaspoons
3/4 lb linguine
3 Tablespoons unsalted butter
2-1/2 Tablespoons good olive oil
1-1/2 Tablespoons minced garlic (4 cloves)
1 lb large shrimp (about 16), peeled and
deveined
1/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
1/3 cup chopped fresh parsley leaves
1/2 lemon, zest grated
1/4 cup freshly squeezed lemon juice (2 lemons)
1/4 lemon, thinly slice in half-rounds
1/8 teaspoon hot red pepper flakes

Directions:
Drizzle some oil in a large pot of boiling salted water, add 1 tablespoon of salt and the linguine,
and cook for 7-10 min., or according to the directions on the package.

Meanwhile, in another large, heavy-bottomed pan, melt the butter and olive oil over medium-low
heat. Add the garlic. Saute for 1 min. Be careful, the garlic burns easily! Add the shrimp, 1-1/2
teaspoons of salt, and the pepper and sauté until the shrimp have just turned pink, about 5 min.,
stirring often. Remove from the heat, add the parsley, lemon zest, lemon juice, lemon slices, and
red pepper flakes. Toss.

When the pasta is done, drain the cooked linguine and then put it back in the pot. Immediately
add the shrimp and sauce, toss well, and serve.
Provided by Food Network
The Paralegal Post
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Support our Sustaining Members
AMS Legal Support Services
31 H Street
Bakersfield, CA 93304
(661) 324-8018
Attorney Certified Services
1731 16th Street, Suite H
Bakersfield, CA 93301
(661) 327-8022
Borton Petrini, LLP
5060 California Avenue, Suite 700
Bakersfield, CA 93309
(661) 322-3051
Centex Legal Service
8050 North Palm Ave, Suite 300
Fresno, CA 93711
(559) 691-4700
Chain | Cohn | Stiles
1731 Chester Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93301
(661) 323-4000
Dowling Aaron Incorporated
5080 California Ave., Suite 200
Bakersfield, CA 93309
(661) 716-3000
Esquire Deposition Solutions
1430 Truxtun Avenue, Suite 777
Bakersfield, CA 93301
(661) 322-2202

First Legal Network
1527 19th Street, Suite 214
Bakersfield, CA 93301
(855) 378-9433
The Paralegal Post
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Support our Sustaining Members
GKL Corporate/Search Inc.
One Capitol Mall, Suite 660
Sacramento, CA 95814
(800) 446-5455
Keleher’s Certified Shorthand Reporters
19237 Flightpath Way, Suite 100
Bakersfield, CA 93308
(661) 393-1856
Klein, DeNatale, Goldner, et al.
4550 California Ave., 2nd Floor
Bakersfield, CA 93309
(661) 395-1000
Northwestern Mutual
5080 California Avenue, Suite 350
Bakersfield, CA 93309
(661) 431-5305
Trans-West Security
8503 Crippen Street
Bakersfield, CA 93311
(661) 834-0711
US Legal Support
5200 N. Palm Ave, Suite 110
Fresno, CA 93704
(559) 260-9715
Wood & Randall
900 Truxtun Avenue, Suite 320
Bakersfield, CA 93301
(661) 395-0726
The Paralegal Post
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2016-2017 KCPA Executive Board
President,
.
KAREN CLEMANS,
C.B.A.

Member Services

(661) 395-1000

(661) 322-3051

president@kcpaonline.org

memberservices@kcpaonline.org

Vice President

Community Affairs

CINDY OLIVER

Danielle Rodrigues

vicepresident@kcpaonline.org

communityaffairs@kcpaonline.org

Secretary

Public Information Officer

WHITNEY RADCLIFF

MICHELLE CLEMANS

(714) 421-2716

pio@kcpaonline.org

SISSY RUCKER

secretary@kcpaonline.org
CAPA Primary
Programs/Education Director

ERICA BJORNSTAD

KAYLEEN CLEMENTS

capa@kcpaonline.org

(661) 322-3051
programs@kcpaonline.org

CAPA Secondary
KELLY GRIJALVA

Treasurer and Webmaster

capa@kcpaonline.org

TROY THOMPSON
treasurer@kcpaonline.org

Student Representative

webmaster@kcpaonline.org

VIVIANA FLORES
(661) 377-4959

Newsletter Editor

student@kcpaonline.org

HEIDI CARVALHO
newsletter@kcpaonline.org

P.O. Box 2673
Bakersfield, CA 93303
www.kcpaonline.org
The Paralegal Post

KCPA is one of twelve CAPA
affiliates.
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