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President’s Message
Kayleen J. Wills, CP, CAS
We had a wonderful August General Meeting with Kimberly
Schroeder, Esq. speaking on “Long-Term Care Planning.” It is always
encouraging to see how many attend our MCLE presentations. KCPA
provides qualified and interesting speakers at our meetings. Your
Programs Director, Leslie Larson, and the Board have planned out
another year of well-rounded topics, including ethics. Larry Peake,
Esq. will speak this month on ethics. I hope you will take advantage of
all of the MCLE presentations planned this year by attending each
monthly meeting.
Thanks to each of you who participated in the August
Community Affairs event for the benefit of the Kern County 999 “Officer
Down” Foundation by donating cash. This was a great way to
contribute to the families of wounded law enforcement here in our
immediate area. Please see page 4 in this newsletter for information
on September’s Community Affairs event - there are needy children at
Stella Hills Elementary School who can benefit from your generosity.
If you’ve not visited our website lately, give it a look!
www.kcpaonline.org We’ve updated the site! It contains useful
information, including monthly announcements, job postings, and
favorite links.
Send in your membership application for the new year (which
began July 1) if you’ve not yet done so. The application is available
online! We want to include all of our members in the membership
directory that is coming out very soon. Have a wonderful September!

JUDY WOOD
who won a$30 gift card to Imbibe
donated by ESQUIRE SOLUTIONS
at our August meeting!

AUGUST & SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Allisha banks
Cathy mcdonel
Trinette lidgett
Stephanie jones
Linda powell
Connie turk

Did you know...
Trivia Factoids
Do you know the names of the three wise monkeys? They are: Mizaru (See no evil),
Mikazaru (Kikazaru – Hear no evil), and Mazaru (Iwazaru – Speak no evil). The
fourth wise monkey is called Shizaru (Do no evil).
Women make up 49% of the world population.
Midday refers to the moment the sun crosses the local meridian.
Visit didyouknow.org for more fascinating trivia!
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SEPTEMBER MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT
Kern County Paralegal Association, a state-bar approved MCLE
provider, invites you to our June luncheon on Thursday, September
9, 2010, at 12:00 noon at The Petroleum Club, located on the 12th
Floor of the Stockdale Tower, 5060 California Avenue, Bakersfield,
California. Extra parking located in the parking structure to the north
of the Tower. Attend and obtain continuing education credits!

Speaker: LARRY PEAKE, ESQ.
Topic: “ETHICAL BOUNDARIES OF THE PARALEGAL”
The cost is $16.00 for KCPA members, and $20.00 for attorneys
and non-members.
Please RSVP by September 7, 2010, to Leslie Larson,
(KCPA Programs Director) at 661-328-5366 or email at
llarson@kleinlaw.com.
Deadline for cancellations: 5:00 p.m. on September 8, 2010.
No-shows will be billed.
Remember to bring gently used or new clothing for
students at Stella Hills Elementary School. If you’d prefer
to donate cash toward this effort, bowls will be available
on the tables at the luncheon.
**See following page for more information.**
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KCPA’S SEPTEMBER
COMMUNITY AFFAIRs EVENT

For September’s community affairs opportunity, KCPA is organizing a
clothing drive to benefit Stella Hills Elementary School.
Donations of new or gently used clothing, jackets, coats, hoodies,
(including new underwear and socks) for elementary school-aged
children may be submitted at the September 9, 2010, general meeting
at the Petroleum Club or to Leslee Vincent, c/o Klein, DeNatale, Goldner,
4550 California Avenue, 2nd Floor, Bakersfield, California 93309.
Deadline: September 9th General Meeting.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT LESLEE VINCENT,
KCPA’S COMMUNITY AFFAIRS DIRECTOR, AT 395.1000.
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KCPA’s COMMUNITY OUTREACH
General
Meeting

How We Help and
Contribute to Our Community

January

Blankets for the Bakersfield Homeless
Shelter.

February

Book drive to donate books to SPCA for its
Springtime Book Sale.

March

Business clothes and suits for men and
women participating in the Life Training
Program at the Bakersfield Rescue Mission.

April

Clothing drive for Alliance Against Family
Violence.

May

Canned/packaged food drive to benefit the
Senior Sack Lunch through the Golden
Empire Gleaners.

June

Kern County Wounded Heroes Fund - Cash
Donations

August

Kern County “999” Officer Down
Foundation - Cash Donations.

September

Clothing Drive for Stella Hills
Elementary School.

October

Submit name of family in need to
receive a Thanksgiving dinner.

November

Donations of cash for use by the Kern
County Fire Department to purchase Care
Bears.

December

Gift drive to benefit Jamison Children’s
Center. Unwrapped Gift item for a child 0-18
years of age.
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Reinventing Yourself by
Changing the Area of Law You Practice In
by Leslie Larson, ACP
After working in personal injury law for well over 12 years, I decided to work for a real estate
attorney. Crazy? Maybe a little. Regrets? None whatsoever.
We’ve all heard the expression: “Good things can come out of a bad situation.” The “bad
situation” was the death of my mom four months ago. The “good thing” is that I was forced to ask
myself “Am I really happy working in personal injury law?” That’s a loaded question, so I asked a few
more specific questions to get to the heart of my self-analysis.
“Do I enjoy reading coroner’s reports and viewing autopsy photos?” No. “Do I have the
emotional strength required to continue to console grieving widows, husbands, and children after the
death of their loved one?” No. “If I continue, will I have any emotional and mental strength left over
at the end of each day for my family?” No.
After so many years of working around injury and death, you become somewhat desensitized.
Other paralegals in different fields would say, “I don’t know how you do it.” So what about me?
Wasn’t 12 years enough to get to that point? It was, but I was caring for a very ill parent and facing
her impending death during the last three years. I was a caregiver at home and at work. I was
dispensing care, concern, love, and worry to both a parent and to clients. What did I have left at the
end of the day? Not much. This brings me to the subject of this article. With loss comes enlightenment.
The thought of changing jobs after more than five years with my former employer was
unpleasant to say the least. Yet, something was eating away at me, nagging me from inside. To satisfy
those feelings, I would quietly reply to myself, “I don’t have any experience.” “I’ll have to start at the
bottom.” “What if I don’t like it?” The “what ifs” really started adding up. Then I came to the
conclusion that you can’t “what if” yourself through life or you won’t make any changes at all, which
in the end can equal regret. So I clicked on the “Send” button and off my resume went.
You may recall the quote from the character Birdie Conrad in “You’ve Got Mail”...when she
said, “You are daring to imagine that you could have a different life..” Easier said than done, right? Yes.
But the fork in the road came sooner than later, and I had to make a decision. So I decided to accept
the job and move onward and forward embarking on a different path in a different area of law.
Two months later on the new job, I’m happy to report I made a good decision, and I’m learning
so much. Yes, learning makes up 80% of my day. After 12 years of doing any job, you rarely have to
ask for help doing it. Usually, by that time, others are coming to you. If you don’t have the answer,
you can locate it. If you don’t know the solution right away, you’ll figure one out quickly. In my
former job, I directed, lead, supervised, and managed. In my new job, I just learn, ask questions, and
“do.”

...continued on next page
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Reinventing Yourself by
Changing the Area of Law You Practice In
(continued)

When you have no experience, you get back to asking questions, learning new rules and ways
of doing things. The process is different than what you are used to. There are new procedures, and
you have to read up on the applicable statutes and cases that frame the area of law in which you now
work. I have gone from manager to “trainee.” Have I had to allow myself to be humbled so I can
reinvent myself by learning this new area of law? Absolutely. Has it been easy?
Let me answer with a reenactment of a scene that played out during my first week… that
proved to be very humbling.
Scene: My boss Tom is reviewing a lease for a client. He’s emailed me to make some changes
and asked me to clean it up for him.
Tom: “I’ll take a warm-up on my coffee.”
Me:

No response as I tune out his words and continue typing a letter.

Tom: (Now standing near my desk with a coffee cup in hand) “Is there fresh coffee?”
Me: Dumbstruck, I suddenly recall this is in fact part of my job. I jump out of my chair and
reply: “Yes, sure, let me get that for you.”
Next scene:

Me standing at the coffee pot station thinking “Am I a waitress or a paralegal?”

My answer: Both
But before you judge me, let’s reflect on what the basic definition of a paralegal is to an attorney…
(don’t pull out B&PC 6450) the answer doesn’t require a code book. And the answer is:
To assist your attorney
If in a busy day of assisting, the attorney needs coffee brought to him to help him
with the briefs he is writing or contracts and leases he is preparing, I’m just as happy
to assist him with that if it makes his day more pleasant and helps him stay focused
on the task at hand. So instead of allowing my ego to be bruised, I allowed it to be
reinvented.
If you take anything away from this article, take this….if you find yourself at a fork in the
road, don’t let the fear of failing keep you from taking a job that might be the perfect job for you in
the next phase of your life. Embrace learning a new area of law, developing into a more well-rounded
paralegal, and in the process learn new things about you! Oh! I almost forgot, do you take yours black
or with cream?
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Thank you to

Kimberly D. Schroeder, Esq.
for speaking on “Long-Term
Care Planning”
at our August meeting!

Leslie Larson with
co-owner Lupe Lazo in
Christian Lazo Wines
tasting room —
Paso Robles
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Golden Empire Realty
PHYLLIS LOPEZ
REALTOR®
DRE LICENSE #01195361

Outstanding Agents
Outstanding Results.
MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

MLS

3955 Coffee Road
Bakersfield, CA 93308
Cell: (661) 333-8506
Office: (661) 615-1500
Direct: (661 615-1503
E-mail:

phyllislopez@bak.rr.com

www.phyllislopez.com

Here are some useful links
suggested by Jannett Coats
and Nancy Boles:
www.nosscr.rog
Proudly Supports
Its Legal Assistants

-Social Security info-

Barbara Haubrich, ACP/CAS
Lou Stoker, ACP
Hana Tarin, CLA
Kay Roberts
Linda Houts
Jannett Coats
Lesleigh Johnston

www.kerndata.com
-Kern County property info-

and the
Kern County Paralegal Association

www.opr.ca.gov

When You Need Us, We’ll Be There

-State Clearinghouse / CEQA-
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Legal Support Professionals!

1731
1731—
1731—16th
16th Street,
Street, Suite
Suite H,
H, Bakersfield,
Bakersfield, CA
CA 93301
93301

(661)
327327(661) 327
327-8022
8022 ~
~ (661)
(661) 327
327-8179
8179 Fax
Fax

Pric e is n’t e ver ything . I f p ap er s can ’ t ge t ser v ed ,
it d o esn ’t m at ter h o w ch eap th e r ate. Ca ll u s

-

an d ex p er ien ce th e C o m p lete Pa ck a g e !
Process Serving
- Fax Filing
Skip Tracing
- Court Filing
Mobile Photocopy
- Messenger Services
Court Research
- Nationwide Services

Give us a call and experience the difference of

Attorney’s
Attorney’s Certified
Certified Services
Services
Attorney’s
Attorney’s Certified
Certified Services
Services is
is registered,
registered, bonded
bonded and
and
carries
carries both
both professional
professional and
and general
general liability
liability insurance
insurance
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Changes to the Certified Paralegal Exam
by Makala Coleman, CP

As some of you may know, I recently took NALA’s Certified Paralegal exam in
December 2009, back when they still required the pencil and paper. Beginning September
2010, the exam will be computer based which will (hopefully) be a much easier format for
future examinees. The following is a brief summary of the updates from NALA regarding the
changes to the Certified Paralegal (“CP”) exam. (For more information and a complete
explanation of all of the changes, please visit NALA’s website at www.nala.org.)
Format.
First of all, I have never liked having to bubble little circles for exams. I am always
concerned that I did not fully erase a changed answer or that I brought the wrong type of
pencil. The exam is now completely computer based.
NALA is utilizing the ACT Test Center Network (“ACT”) which will provide more
locations to future examinees to take the exam. The two closest ACT locations are Fresno
and Los Angeles. There are now twelve testing locations located in California, whereas there
were only three locations when I took the CP exam in December 2009.
In addition to providing more locations, the timing of the exam sections will be strictly
enforced. When the time on a section has expired, the exam closes. If the test was not
completed, everything is scored and questions that are not completed will be considered
incorrect answers.
As before, there are two types of questions for the exam: objective and essay.
Objective Questions.
Each objective question will be provided one at a time and questions can be flagged by
checking the “Mark for Review” box so the examinee can return to it. Once all questions are
answered, a list with all of the questions will appear and the examinee can review all of the
questions prior to submitting the test for scoring. Any questions marked for review will be in
bold.
When the time has expired, the test is automatically submitted for scoring and the
examinee will no longer have access to the section. Therefore, it is extremely important to
note when you start the exam and how long you are allowed to complete that portion of the
exam.
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Changes to the Certified Paralegal Exam
(continued)

Essay Questions.
There are two sections that require essays: Communication and Judgment and Legal
Analysis. The question is handed out by the exam proctor to the examinees and the answer is
imputed on the computer.
The essay appears as the first question for each portion; however, it can be “flagged”
and the examinee can return to the question after answering the objective portion of that
section. NALA wanted to give the examinee the option of completing the essay portion of the
section prior to beginning the objective portion.
Fees.
The fees for the application of the exam did not change. The fee to apply for the CP
exam is $275 for non-NALA members and $250 for NALA members. However, there are also
fees associated with using ACT’s facility (as estimated by NALA):
1.5 hr exam ‐ $34.50 - Ethics Section, includes 30 minutes for check-in
2 hr exam ‐ $42 - Communications or Legal Research, includes 30
minutes for check-in
1.5 hr exam ‐ $49.50 - Substantive Law Section, includes 30 minutes for
check-in
3 hr exam ‐ $57 - Judgment & Legal Analysis, includes 30 minutes for
check-in
For those of you who are planning on taking the CP exam in January, NALA is
publishing the third edition of the Certified Paralegal Review Manual: A Practical Guide to CP
Exam Preparation (ISBN 978-1418031978), which is currently available for pre-order through
Barnes & Noble and Amazon. I carried my CP Review Manual and a highlighter around with
me just about everywhere I went for the six months prior to taking the exam. It is a very useful
tool when studying for the CP exam. I highly recommend using it as a study tool. NALA also
offers regular CLE courses through NALA Live! which cover material on the exam.
For a more thorough description of the NALA exam and the application process and
test location selection, please visit NALA’s website (www.nala.org).
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CAPA’s 23rd Annual Educational Conference
SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, June 25, 2011
Holiday Inn Fisherman’s Wharf* - San Francisco

Strength Through Alliance:
The Golden Gateway to Knowledge
Topics/Tracks Include:**
General Law Track:
Trademarks, Copyrights, Trusts & Estates, Immigration Law
Legal Technology Track:
Adobe for the Law Office, Excel Tips and Tricks, Calendaring Software
Updates, and Research Database Searching
Job Change/Student Track:
Resume Writing, Paralegal Certification Panel, Business & Professions Code 6450,
Legal Writing Tips and Tricks
All: Ethics
*Hotel Reservations may be made by calling 1-800-942-7348 and asking for the group code:
CAPA Conference. Hotel is located at Holiday Inn Fisherman’s Wharf at 1300 Columbus
Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94133. CALL SOON FOR YOUR ROOM RESERVATION!
**Topics subject to change. Stay up-to-date on the latest news and updates at
www.CAparalegal.org.
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Attorney Stick
(AKA craig d. braun, esq.)

‚My Mama always said, ‘Life was like a box of chocolates;
you never know what you're gonna get.’‛
-Forrest Gump
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If you have a working digitial
camera that you no longer
use and would like to donate it
to KCPA, please contact
Kayleen Wills at 868.3838.
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REGULAR MEMBERS:

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:

STUDENT MEMBERS:

Michele Hill
Linda Cohen
Deborah Lund
Katherine Cardenas
Cathy McDonel
Kristen Chambers
Olga Lampkin
Sara Stamboolian
Connie Turk
Amber Huckabee
Bobbie Mebane
Stephanie Jones
Roger Paligutan
Aneta Adams
Kristine Mullen
Justin Madding
Amanda Doolittle

SUSTAINING MEMBERS:

Attorney’s Certified Services
Jan Tatangelo
Gary Fachin, Esq.
GKL Corp.
Keleher’s Certified Shorthand Reporters
Phyllis Lopez, Realtor
Wood & Randall
Certified Shorthand Reporters
~Support our Sustaining Members
by using their services whenever possible~
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THE KCPA BOARD HAS A VACANCY IN THE
TREASURER POSITION.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN SERVING ON THE
BOARD, PLEASE CONTACT KAYLEEN WILLS.

KCPA and KCBA are making plans for
the annual Holiday Luncheon in December the Holiday Luncheon Committee
can use your help!
Please contact Nancy Boles to volunteer:
www.nboles@kleinlaw.com

ach
o Be

Pism
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS?
To continue receiving each
issue of the Paralegal Post,
please send an email to our
Membership Director,
Jannett Coats, at
jcoats@chainlaw.com
to notify KCPA of this important
information!

Thank you!
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Ads and Articles—The Paralegal Post
The charge for a help-wanted ad is $50 (unless your company is a Sustaining Member of
KCPA). Help-wanted ads will be placed in The Paralegal Post, on our website, and sent out
through an e-mail “blast” to all KCPA Members.
The deadline for ad and article submissions is the 20th of the month.
Contact Kayleen Wills at kwills@co.kern.ca.us for more information.

KCPA BOARD
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary
Member Services
Programs Director
Newsletter
CAPA Primary
CAPA Secondary
Pro Bono/Teen Court
Community Affairs
Webmaster
Student Rep.
Public Info. Officer
Board Advisor

Kayleen J. Wills, CP, CAS ........
Trinette Lidgett ..........................
...................................................
Allisha Banks .............................
Jannett Coats ............................
Leslie Larson, ACP ...................
Kayleen J. Wills, CP, CAS ........
Tina Anderson………...………..…
Barbara Haubrich, ACP CAS……
Starlene Parson ........................
Leslee Vincent ...........................
Makala Coleman, CP ................
Justin Madding…….……………...
Barbara Haubrich, ACP CAS……
Nancy K. Boles…………………...

kwills@co.kern.ca.us
tlidgett@kleinlaw.com
WE NEED YOU!!!
ballisha67@yahoo.com
jcoats@chainlaw.com
llarson@kleinlaw.com
kwills@co.kern.ca.us
andersot@kernmedctr.com
bhaubrich@chainlaw.com
sparson@gbla.org
lvincent@kleinlaw.com
mcoleman@kleinlaw.com
jmadding@chainlaw.com
bhaubrich@chainlaw.com
nboles@kleinlaw.com

KCPA SUSTAINING MEMBERS
Support our Sustaining Members by using their services.

American Business Machines
A.V. Notary Network
Attorney’s Certified Services
Better Business Bureau
Chain Cohn Stiles
Dowling, Aaron & Keeler
Esquire Deposition Services
Gary Fachin, Esq.
GKL Corporate / Search, Inc.
Keleher’s Certified Shorthand
Reporters

Phyllis Lopez, Realtor®
Klein, DeNatale, Goldner,
Cooper, Rosenlieb & Kimball, LLP
Moneywise Wealth Management
Quest Discovery Services, Inc.
Sylvia Mendez & Associates
Thomson Rueters Business West
Wood & Randall Court Reporting
Young & Nichols Law Firm

Become a Sustaining Member of KCPA. Your company’s help-wanted ads run as needed, your company’s logo
ad runs monthly in The Paralegal Post, and your company’s name and website link are placed on KCPA’s website.
A Sustaining Membership is only $125 per year. Contact our Members Services Director, Jannett Coats.
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