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Robert Brumfield, Esq. gave a terrific presentation on mediation
at our October General Meeting! This month, David Blaine, Esq. will
speak on Drafting Employment Documents and Agreements. Our
November meeting is on the 4th this month—earlier than usual—so be
sure to get your reservation in now if you’ve not yet done so!
It’s voting time once again! Voting is such a crucial component
to American life. Voting is something we often take for granted, but
every opportunity to vote is important. I trust you all will exercise your
voting privilege. Please remember your vote is your voice—don’t be
silent!
Veteran’s Day is November 11. Some of us will attend a parade
or other commemorative event, and some of us will be in our offices
working away during the celebrations. Where ever you are, please
remember the sacrifices of our military. Better yet, if you have the
opportunity, thank a Vet in person for their service.

www.kcpaonline.org

Thanksgiving is rapidly approaching.
Thank you all who
contributed “nominee families” names to receive a Thanksgiving dinner
this year from KCPA. This is one way KCPA gives back to our
community to help those who are having a difficult time. We are
pleased to assist several families this year. Thank you to our
Community Affairs Director, Leslee Vincent, for coordinating this effort.
Have a terrific Thanksgiving celebration with your family this
month!

Congratulations to Cristela Gonzalez who won
a KCPA portfolio pad
at our October meeting!

REGULAR MEMBERS:
Dee Fringer
Ashleah Pudiwitr

Bobbie Mebane was born and raised in Bakersfield,
California. She is married to local cattle rancher David Mebane,
and they have three beautiful children—Quirt (17), Allyson (14),
and Karson (10).
Bobbie received her Bachelor of Arts Degree in 2006 from
California State University at Bakersfield. In 2008, she became
both a Certified Legal Assistant and an Advanced Certified
Paralegal in the area of Discovery. Bobbie has worked for the Law
Office of Edward J. Thomas in the area of Family Law for the past
nine years.
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MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT
[OUR MEETING IS EARLIER THAN USUAL THIS MONTH—NOVEMBER 4!]

Kern County Paralegal Association, a state-bar approved MCLE
provider, invites you to our June luncheon on Thursday, November 4,
2010, at 12:00 noon at The Petroleum Club, located on the 12th Floor
of the Stockdale Tower, 5060 California Avenue, Bakersfield,
California. Extra parking located in the parking structure to the north of
the Tower. Attend and obtain continuing education credits!

Speaker: David Blaine, Esq.
Topic: “Drafting Common Employment
Documents and Agreements”
The cost is $16.00 for KCPA members, and $20.00 for attorneys
and non-members.
Please RSVP by November 2, 2010, to Leslie Larson,
(KCPA Programs Director) at 661-328-5366 or email at
llarson@kleinlaw.com.
Deadline for cancellations: 5:00 p.m. on November 3, 2010.
No-shows will be billed.
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KCPA’S NOVEMBER
COMMUNITY AFFAIRs EVENT
For our next community affairs opportunity, KCPA is doing a cash donation
drive to raise money to benefit the Share Bear Program with the Kern County Fire
Department. The money will be used to purchase Share Bears for children subjected to a
traumatic situation.
Donations (cash or checks payable to KCPA) may be submitted at the November General
Meeting or to Leslee Vincent, c/o Klein DeNatale Law Firm, 4550 California Avenue, 2 nd Floor,
Bakersfield, CA 93309.
What is the Share Bear Program?
The Share Bear Program provides an important benefit to children who are involved in
tragedy. Through donations, the fire department purchases special fire department teddy
bears that are carried on the engines, fire trucks and patrols. When young children are
involved in a traumatic situation, such as a car accident or fire, they are given a Share Bear for
comfort.
Without public support Share Bears (which cost between $7.50 and $10 each) cannot
be purchased on the scale that the Fire Department needs. Thank you for participating in this
very worthy program.

Deadline: November 11th General Meeting

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT LESLEE VINCENT,
KCPA’S COMMUNITY AFFAIRS DIRECTOR, AT 395.1000.
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KCPA’s COMMUNITY OUTREACH
General
Meeting

How We Help and
Contribute to Our Community

January

Blankets for the Bakersfield Homeless
Shelter.

February

Book drive to donate books to SPCA for its
Springtime Book Sale.

March

Business clothes and suits for men and
women participating in the Life Training
Program at the Bakersfield Rescue Mission.

April

Clothing drive for Alliance Against Family
Violence.

May

Canned/packaged food drive to benefit the
Senior Sack Lunch through the Golden
Empire Gleaners.

June

Kern County Wounded Heroes Fund - Cash
Donations

August

Kern County “999” Officer Down
Foundation - Cash Donations.

September

Clothing Drive for Stella Hills
Elementary School.

October

Submit name of family in need for
a Thanksgiving dinner.

November

Donations of cash for use by the Kern
County Fire Department to purchase
Care Bears.

December

Gift drive to benefit Jamison Children’s
Center. Unwrapped Gift item for a child 0-18
years of age.
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Social Security benefits for injured clients
by: Jannett K Coats, Legal Assistant

Working in the legal profession, most of us have dealt with clients who have been
severely injured in an accident. In many cases, it is easy to see there is no way this client is
capable of going back to work any time soon - or in some cases, ever again. By the time the
client realizes this, they have already exhausted all of their resources and have no clue on what
to do next.
There are a lot of people who would never think about filing for Social Security benefits.
Many clients wait years after their date of disability to apply for the benefits because they do not
think they would qualify.

Then there are those who find out about it too late to apply for

benefits. If Legal Assistants are familiar with the signs of what to look for, we may be able to
help the client with this important process. So, it is important for legal assistants to familiarize
themselves with Social Security benefits in case this situation comes our way. This will not only
benefit the client’s monetary situation, but it is another way to show the client that we care for
their well- being.
Therefore, here are two important signs to watch for:
* Client’s health problems must keep them from doing any kind of substantial work
and last, or be expected to last, for at least 12 months in a row, or result in death.
* If applying for disabled worker’s Social Security benefits, the client must have the
required work credits.

...continued on next page
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Social Security benefits for injured clients
(continued)

If you come across a client who has one or both of these signs, have them contact their
local Social Security Office to complete an application for benefits. One can find their local office
on-line at www.ssa.gov or by calling 1-800-772-1213. Generally, as a rule of thumb, Social
Security will have you apply for two programs, Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) and
Supplemental Security Income (SSI).
SSDI pays benefits to the claimant and certain family members if the claimant worked
long enough and paid Social Security taxes. SSI program pays benefits to disabled adults and
children who have limited income and resources. It is also payable to people 65 and older
without disabilities who meet the financial limits (Social Security, 2010).
People have a misconception of what Social Security is and how one can qualify for it.
The truth is, if you have worked and contributed into the Social Security system, it’s your money
that you are applying for!
It is part of our job as legal assistants to comfort and assist in any way possible in helping
clients through their difficulties. By recognizing the signs of a potential Social Security claimant,
we are better able to help our clients.

For additional information: Social Security On-line at www.ssa.gov

Jannett K. Coats is a Legal Assistant at Chain / Cohn / Stiles
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Our fabulous Student Rep, Justin
Madding, has been quite busy…

Here is Justin on a San Joaquin
River fishing trip.

And here is Justin at Disney’s
California Adventure…
Seems Justin is in no mood for
taking photos at 7:00 a.m. “I
do not care that it is the most
magical place on earth.”

Leslie Larson with
Debbie Fenton at Catta Verdera
Country Club, Lincoln, California
“Our families were there for a
mutual friends’ wedding in
September..”
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OPPORTUNITY DRAWING TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
Opportunity drawing tickets for the December 15th
Holiday Luncheon are on sale now for $1 each.
Please see any Board Member for your tickets!
~Tickets sales benefit CASA and
The Dream Center~
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Golden Empire Realty
PHYLLIS LOPEZ
REALTOR®
DRE LICENSE #01195361

Outstanding Agents
Outstanding Results.
MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

MLS

3955 Coffee Road
Bakersfield, CA 93308
Cell: (661) 333-8506
Office: (661) 615-1500
Direct: (661 615-1503
E-mail:

phyllislopez@bak.rr.com

www.phyllislopez.com

Here are some useful links
suggested by :
www.medbd.ca.gov
- Medical Board-

Proudly Supports
Its Legal Assistants
Barbara Haubrich, ACP/CAS
Lou Stoker, ACP
Hana Tarin, CLA
Kay Roberts
Linda Houts
Jannett Coats
Lesleigh Johnston

www.yelp.com
-lots of info!-

www.sos.ca.gov/business

and the
Kern County Paralegal Association

-Secretary of State—Business-

When You Need Us, We’ll Be There
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Legal Support Professionals!

1731
1731—
1731—16th
16th Street,
Street, Suite
Suite H,
H, Bakersfield,
Bakersfield, CA
CA 93301
93301

(661)
327327(661) 327
327-8022
8022 ~
~ (661)
(661) 327
327-8179
8179 Fax
Fax

Pric e is n’t e ver ything . I f p ap er s can ’ t ge t ser v ed ,
it d o esn ’t m at ter h o w ch eap th e r ate. Ca ll u s

-

an d ex p er ien ce th e C o m p lete Pa ck a g e !
Process Serving
- Fax Filing
Skip Tracing
- Court Filing
Mobile Photocopy
- Messenger Services
Court Research
- Nationwide Services

Give us a call and experience the difference of

Attorney’s
Attorney’s Certified
Certified Services
Services
Attorney’s
Attorney’s Certified
Certified Services
Services is
is registered,
registered, bonded
bonded and
and
carries
carries both
both professional
professional and
and general
general liability
liability insurance
insurance
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Attorney Stick
(aka Craig D. Braun, Esq.)
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Santa Barbara Paralegal Association
Cordially invites you to attend our November MCLE dinner:

Tuesday, November 9, 2010, 5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Ranchero Room

Harry’s Plaza Cafe
3313 State Street, Santa Barbara, CA
~SPONSORED IN PART BY BOND SERVICES~

Guest Speaker:

Judge James Herman
Topic:

“The Judicial Council”
1 hour of General MCLE Credit

Special Appearance by:
Karen McGee, NALA Representative
Dinner - $20 /includes one drink ticket
RSVP to Kimberly Litherland:
kl@ppplaw.com by November 5th
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If you have a
working digitial
camera that you no longer
use and would like to donate it
to KCPA, please contact
Kayleen Wills at 868.3838.
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS?
To continue receiving each
issue of the Paralegal Post,
please send an email to our
Membership Director,
Jannett Coats, at
jcoats@chainlaw.com
to notify KCPA of this important
information!

Thank you!
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Ads and Articles—The Paralegal Post
The charge for a help-wanted ad is $50 (unless your company is a Sustaining Member of
KCPA). Help-wanted ads will be placed in The Paralegal Post, on our website, and sent out
through an e-mail “blast” to all KCPA Members.
The deadline for ad and article submissions is the 20th of the month.
Contact Kayleen Wills at kwills@co.kern.ca.us for more information.

KCPA BOARD
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Secretary
Member Services
Programs Director
Newsletter
CAPA Primary
CAPA Secondary
Pro Bono/Teen Court
Community Affairs
Webmaster
Student Rep.
Public Info. Officer
Board Advisor

Kayleen J. Wills, CP, CAS ........
Trinette Lidgett ..........................
Bobbie Mebane, ACP................
Makala Coleman, CP ................
Jannett Coats ............................
Leslie Larson, ACP ...................
Kayleen J. Wills, CP, CAS ........
Tina Anderson………...………..…
Barbara Haubrich, ACP CAS……
Starlene Parson ........................
Leslee Vincent ...........................
Makala Coleman, CP ................
Justin Madding…….……………...
Barbara Haubrich, ACP CAS……
Nancy K. Boles…………………...

kwills@co.kern.ca.us
tlidgett@kleinlaw.com
bobbie@edthomas.com
mcoleman@kleinlaw.com
jcoats@chainlaw.com
llarson@kleinlaw.com
kwills@co.kern.ca.us
andersot@kernmedctr.com
bhaubrich@chainlaw.com
sparson@gbla.org
lvincent@kleinlaw.com
mcoleman@kleinlaw.com
jmadding@chainlaw.com
bhaubrich@chainlaw.com
nboles@kleinlaw.com

KCPA SUSTAINING MEMBERS
Support our Sustaining Members by using their services.

A.V. Notary Network
Attorney’s Certified Services
Better Business Bureau
Chain Cohn Stiles
Dowling, Aaron & Keeler
Esquire Deposition Services
Gary Fachin, Esq.
GKL Corporate / Search, Inc.

Keleher’s Certified Shorthand
Reporters
Phyllis Lopez, Realtor®
Klein, DeNatale, Goldner,
Cooper, Rosenlieb & Kimball, LLP
Sylvia Mendez & Associates
Thomson Rueters Business West
Wood & Randall Court Reporting

Become a Sustaining Member of KCPA. Your company’s help-wanted ads run as needed, your company’s logo
ad runs monthly in The Paralegal Post, and your company’s name and website link are placed on KCPA’s website.
A Sustaining Membership is only $125 per year. Contact our Members Services Director, Jannett Coats.
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